6 BALZAC'S COMPLEX CHARACTER
he dives beneath the surface, however, he will fi
that these beautiful and touching letters give I
an   incomplete   picture;   and  that, while writi
them,   Balzac   was   throwing   much  energy  ir
schemes, which he either does not mention to
correspondent, or touches on in the most curse
fashion.     Therefore the perspective of his life
difficult to arrange, and ordinary rules for gaugi
character are at fault.    We find it impossible
follow the principle, that because Balzac posses;
one   characteristic,   he   could   not   also   show
diametrically opposite quality—that, for install
because tenderness, delicacy of feeling, and a h
sense of reverence and of honour were undoubte<
integral  parts of his personality, the stories t
by his contemporaries of his occasional coarsen
must necessarily be false.
His   own    words,   written   to   the    Dudta
d'Abrantes in 1828, have no doubt a great elem
of truth   in   them:  "I have  the  most   singi
character I know.    I study myself as I might sti
another person, and I possess, shut up in my :
foot  eight inches,   all  the   incoherences,  all
contrasts possible; and those who think me v
extravagant, obstinate, high-minded, without c
nection in my ideas,—a fop, negligent, idle, with
application, without reflection, without  any c
stancy; a chatterbox, without tact, badly brou
up, impolite, whimsical, unequal in temper,—
quite as right as those who perhaps say that I
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